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APPENDIX 9a : RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC 

Criteria Excellent (3) Good (2) Satisfactory (1) Unsatisfactory (0) 

Topic / Focus 
(5%) 

The topic is focused narrowly enough 
for the scope of this assignment.  

The topic is focused but lacks direction.  The topic is too broad for the scope 
of this assignment. 

The writing is totally out of the 
scope of the assignment. 

Abstract 
(10%) 

Abstract is proper length. Highly 
informative, complete and easy to 
understand. 
Appropriate vocabulary is used. 

Abstract is proper length. Complete 
and understandable. 
Appropriate vocabulary is used. 

Abstract is too short and 
incomplete. Many information 
missing. 
 

Abstract is not done according to 
the requirement. 
 

Content 
(25%) 

Balanced presentation of relevant and 
legitimate information that clearly 
supports an argument and shows a 
thoughtful, in-depth analysis of a 
topic.  

Information provides reasonable 
support for an argument and displays 
evidence of a basic analysis of a topic.  

Information supports an argument 
at times. 
Analysis is basic or general.  

Argument is not clearly identified. 
Analysis is vague or no evidence  

Cohesiveness 
(20%) 

Paper flows from one issue to the 
next.  Author's writing demonstrates 
an understanding of the relationship 
among material obtained from all 
sources. 

Paper flows with only some 
disjointedness. Author's writing 
demonstrates an understanding of the 
relationship among material obtained 
from all sources. 

Paper does not flow - disjointedness 
is apparent. Author's writing does 
not demonstrate an understanding 
of the relationship among material 
obtained from all sources. 

Paper does not flow and appears 
to be created from disparate 
issues. Writing does not 
demonstrate any relationships 
between sources. 

Depth of Discussion 
(20%) 

In-depth discussion and elaboration in 
all sections of the paper. 

In-depth discussion and elaboration in 
a few sections of the paper. 

Cursory discussion in a few 
sections. 

The writer has omitted pertinent 
content excessively. 

Conclusion 
(10%) 

Provides closure by reiterating thesis, 
summarizing most important findings, 
and making inferences while providing 
significance of the research in a broad 
context. 

Provides closure by reiterating thesis 
and summarizing most  important 
findings; makes limited inferences while 
attempting to broaden research 
findings. 

Provides closure by restating the 
thesis and providing limited 
summary of findings. 

Conclusion does not provide 
closure because thesis is not 
revisited and/or research findings 
are not summarized. 

Citation 
(5%) 

All internal citations are properly 
formatted, correspond correctly to 
information sources, and the works 
cited page is fully accurate according 
to APA formatting guidelines 

All internal citations correspond 
correctly to information sources and 
nearly all are properly formatted; the 
works cited page is accurately 
presented in APA format with minimal 
exception. 
 

Internal citations correspond to 
information sources, in several 
cases information is inaccurate, 
incorrectly formatted or incomplete; 
works cited page contains some 
formatting errors. 

References are seldom cited to 
support statements. Citation 
errors are too significant to be 
further scored. 

Bibliography 
(5%) 

The bibliography is complete and 
reflects appropriate sources. At least 
15 sources of reference. 
 

The bibliography is complete. At least 
10 sources of reference. 
 

The bibliography is missing some 
information. At least 5 sources of 
reference. 

The bibliography is missing 
significant information and  no 
sources of references. 

 

 


